
Chapter	5:	Creation	
and	the	Fall



OPENING PRAYER

O God our Father, creator of 
heaven and earth, you have 
made us in your own image 
and likeness and given us 
dominion over the earth. Help 
us to use wisely the things of 
the earth so as to attain the 
things of heaven. Through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 



OPENING SCRIPTURE: GENESIS 1:26-31  

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness; and let them have dominion over the 
fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every 
creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he 
created him; male and female he created them. And God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be 
fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over 
the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” And God said, “Behold, I have 
given you every plant yielding seed which is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its 
fruit; you shall have them for food. And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to 
everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant 
for food.” And it was so. And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And 
there was evening and there was morning, a sixth day. – Genesis 1:26-31



CHAPTER 5: CREATION AND THE FALL 

Key points from video 

• The two creation narratives of Genesis reveal theological truths about the nature of creation.
• God created the world out of nothing and sustains it in being. God freely created the world 

to show forth and share his goodness.
• Intelligent creatures (angels and men) are the highest part of creation and are capable of 

knowing and loving. A human being is a composite of body and a spiritual soul. The souls is 
directly created by God.

• God’s Revelation about creation does not conflict with the authentic findings of the natural 
sciences.

• The first human beings were created in a state of friendship with God but fell away through a 
free choice against him known as original sin.

• Sin has wounded man’s relationship with God, with others, and with himself. Nevertheless, 
human nature remains fundamentally good and may be healed and transformed through 
God’s grace. 



WISDOM OF THE SAINTS 

We look upon the heavens and the 
earth, and they cry aloud that they 
were made. It was you, Lord, who made 
them: for You are beautiful, and they 
are beautiful: You are good, and they 
are good: You are, and they are. – St. 
Augustine 



CHAPTER 5: DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Why did God create? Why did he make many different kinds of
things? See CCC 319 and CCC 339

2. Explain the place of the human person in creation. What makes 
human beings different from other animals? What makes human 
beings different from angels? 

3. Why do the true findings of physics or biology fail to threaten the 
Catholic understanding of creation? How does the human soul 
come about?

4. How is our life different than the life of Adam and Eve in paradise? 
How has original sin affected humanity? 



FROM THE CATECHISM 

The doctrine of original sin is, so to 
speak, the "reverse side" of the Good 
News that Jesus is the Savior of all 
men, that all need salvation and that 
salvation is offered to all through 
Christ. The Church, which has the mind 
of Christ, knows very well that we 
cannot tamper with the revelation of 
original sin without undermining the 
mystery of Christ. –CCC 389



CHAPTER 5: LIFE APPLICATION QUESTIONS 
• 1. How is the Catholic doctrine of creation different from your previous 

understanding of the world? How do you think it’s different from the 
average person’s understanding today?

• 2. The doctrine of creation reveals that God created you in his image and 
that he wants you to be happy with him forever. Explain what this means 
for you and how you would like to grow in your identity as a child of God.

• 3. Have you ever found it very difficult to choose what you know is right 
and good? How does the doctrine of original sin help make sense of your 
experience? 



CHAPTER 5: 
KEY TERMS 

Key Terms 

• Creation accounts: The two accounts at the beginning of the book of Genesis. 
They are not intended to be strictly historical accounts but rather reveal 
theological truths that form the fundamental basis for Catholic reflection on the 
nature of God’s creation.

• Spiritual soul: The immaterial component of the human person. Described as 
“the breath of life” in the book of Genesis (Gn. 2:7), the soul is endowed with an 
intellect and will. The soul survives death and makes man capable of friendship 
with God through grace.

• Original justice: The state of human beings before the fall characterized by 
intimate communion with God and harmony within man, harmony between 
man and woman, and harmony with the whole of humanity.

• Original sin: The sin by which the first human beings disobeyed the 
commandment of God, choosing to follow their own will rather than God’s. In 
addition, the term describes the fallen state of human nature that affects every 
person born into the world.

• Concupiscence: the weakness in doing good that we experience as an effect of 
original sin.



CLOSING SCRIPTURE 
1 CORINTHIANS 15:21-22

For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the 
dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive.



CLOSING PRAYER

O Lord, good Father, who in your providence have 
entrusted the earth to the human race, grant we pray, 
that with the fruits harvested from it we may be able to 
sustain life and, with your help, always use them to 
promote your praise and the well-being of all. Through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


